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ficent Masonic Temple, "the Ooncordia," at Serampore, of
the convivialities of the Chinsurah masons, and the anxiety
of every good Dutch housewife that her husband should
be enrolled and thereby entitle her to wear the ribbons
of the Craft ate th next Masonic ball. The steeple of
the Church is older than the Church, itself.
"The Church at Chinsurah which stands immediately above the gh&t at the
entrance of the town from the south, was the joint gift of Mr. Sichteinmn and
Mr. Vernet. Siehteiman erected the steeple with the chime clock in 1774,
and Vernet added the Church twenty-four years afterwards; thus remind-
ing us of the p<Tpular remark that the Frenchman invented the frill, and
the Englishman added the shirt. But the Dutch appear to have been very
indifferent in matters of religion. For many years after the Church Ws
erected there was no clergyman; service was performed by a zichenticoster or
'comforter of the sick/ who was not in holy orders. When children were to
he christened the «Dutch werr obliged to send for a clergyman from
Ca^utta, ' who was liberally paid for his trouble.' ** J. C. Marshman :
Calcutta Review, Vol. IV, p." 53 5.
 3.	The  College was formerly an important educational
centre, but to-day is little more than a mere boys' school
The building is said to have been erected by Perron "one
of the French Generals who accumulated large fortunes
in the Mahratta service."   The gardens of the College were
at one time famous, and even to this day show tokens of
the care   bestowed on them in days gone by.   Previous
to the Mutiny of 1857, the College provided for a "mili-
tary class."
 4.	The old Dutch Cemeteries—about one mile to the
west.
There are some memories of English folk at Chinsurah
we should not fail to recall while we are on the spot. To
Chinsurah, after his bankruptcy and the sale of his Mission
Church, came old Jackariah Kiernander, and here until
July 1795, he officiated as padre to the Dutch Settlement.
In that year Chinsurah was captured by the English and
"the first Protestant Missionary" to Bengal became a
prisoner of war and compelled to subsist on
' ^ small pittance of fifty rupees a month, which was all he now possessed—
though not equal to & fifth of the interest of the money he had expended on
pious and charitable objects. He closed his career at Calcutta in April, 1799,
at the age of eighty-eight, after a residence of more than sixty years in
India." J. & MarsBman : Calcutta Review, Vol. TV, p. 516.

